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Profile 

Van-Anh Nguyen and Thanh Bui are two prominent young Australian 

born Vietnamese musicians where when collaborating as a duo, 

create a fusion of classical beauty with edgy urban performances.  

Described as a child prodigy on piano, Van-Anh Nguyen‟s classical 

training as a concert pianist combined with a bubbly personality and 

pop-savvy qualities is a unique combination to give exciting 

performances. Combining this with Thanh Bui‟s powerful vocals, 

charisma on stage and a string of accolades in songwriting, these 

two young and passionate individuals are the dynamic explosive duo. 

Van-Anh Nguyen has performed recitals regularly in Ho Chi Minh 

City, Vietnam since 2005 at both the Ho Chi Minh Conservatory 

Concert Hall as well as the Ho Chi Minh City Opera House alongside 

the Ho Chi Minh City Symphony Orchestra. She is currently working 

on her new crossover genre album, collaborating with different 

artists and DJs. 

Thanh Bui makes his debut performance in Vietnam in April 2010 in 

conjunction with the release of his first Vietnamese single „Lang 

Tham Mot Tinh Yeu‟ featuring Vietnamese female singer, Ho Ngoc 

Ha. The song is also featured in the film „De Mai Tinh‟. He will be 

releasing his English record by year‟s end and also his Vietnamese record this year, working alongside 

Early Risers Media Group. 

Both artists are passionate about giving back to the community and expressing themselves through 

music especially to the younger generation. Van-Anh Nguyen as ambassador to Heart Reach Australia 

and Thanh Bui having associations to the Asia-Pacific Autism Organisation, both strongly support and 

share a love for getting up close and personal with those less fortunate to share their music as well as 

learn more about various charities to be ambassadors to get other youngsters on board for support. 

 

Full biographies of Van-Anh Nguyen & Thanh Bui can be found beneath. 
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Program 

Programs can be customized according to requests and suitability of each event however most options 

are acoustic sets with Van-Anh Nguyen on a grand piano and Thanh Bui on vocals. The program is a 

mixture of original songs by Thanh Bui, arrangements of fusion-classical pieces as well as solo 

classical pieces performed by Van-Anh Nguyen and a selected few covers. 

Programs can either be 1 or 2 sets with performance times between 30-60 minutes. 

 

Sample Program (40 minute set – split into 2) 

1. Thanh Bui – I‟m Forbidden (Thanh Bui vocals with Van-Anh Nguyen Rachmaninoff Prelude 

opening) 

2. Thanh Bui – Gravity (Thanh Bui vocals with Van-Anh Nguyen on piano) 

3. Chopin – Etude Op 25 No 12 arranged by Van-Anh Nguyen (Van-Anh Nguyen solo with 

backing track) 

4. Bizet – Carmen arranged by Van-Anh Nguyen (Van-Anh Nguyen solo with backing track) 

5. Thanh Bui – Mirror Mirror (Thanh Bui vocals with Van-Anh Nguyen piano accompaniment) 

6. Vietnamese song – Rieng Mot Goc Troi (Thanh Bui vocals with Van-Anh Nguyen piano 

accompaniment) 

7. Thanh Bui – Gonna Start A Rumour (Thanh Bui vocals with Van-Anh Nguyen piano 

accompaniment) 

8. Stevie Wonder – Signed, Sealed, Delivered (Thanh Bui vocals and Van-Anh Nguyen piano) 
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Images 

 

Van-Anh Nguyen – concert pianist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van-Anh Nguyen – concert pianist 
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Van-Anh Nguyen & Thanh Bui 

 

Thanh Bui – singer/song-writer 
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Thanh Bui performs with Ho Ngoc Ha in his first single video clip shoot. 

For high resolution pictures or promotional material, please email info@vananh.com.au   
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Full Biography 

Van-Anh Nguyen – concert pianist 

Described by Michael Kieran Harvey (concert pianist and composer) as „a true talent...she will be a 

great hit wherever she goes‟, Van-Anh Nguyen is a passionate 22 year old Vietnamese-Australian 

pianist.  

 

Born in Sydney, 1987 to Vietnamese refugee parents, Van-Anh started learning the piano at the 

tender and astounding age of 15 months with both of her parents (of whom are both professional 

musicians). By the age of 4, she was accepted into the Young Artists Program for gifted & talented 

musicians at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. By the age of 9, she had obtained her Associate 

Diploma in Music (Australia), and at aged 12, received her Licentiate Diploma in Music (Australia), 

making history as one of the youngest in her generation. She has given numerous media 

performances including on Channel 9‟s Kerry Anne Kennedy Show and Channel 7‟s The Witness 

Program. Since the age of 5, she has given live radio performances on 2MBS-FM and the ABC.  

 

She has won several awards and prizes during her piano studies across Australia, having taken out the 

Kawai Piano Award (Australia) and the Audience Prize in the 13th Sommerklavierfest, Bad-Bertrich 

(Germany).  

„Anyone can read the music and give a perfect performance of a piece if they practice hard enough 

however for me, it is much more than that. I will tell a story with every piece I play, pulling at every 

emotion and mood created through each note in the piece‟, says Van-Anh.  

Her bubbly personality and emotive playing has graced the stages of Sydney. Van-Anh continues to 

give extensive concerts around Sydney as well as along the east coast of Australia at events such as 

the Mostly Mozart Series, World Youth Day 2008, the Chinese Chamber Music Festival and various 

charity events.  

She has also performed overseas in such countries as Germany, Austria, USA and Taiwan. In 

November 2005, she made her solo debut in Vietnam with the Ho Chi Minh City Symphony Orchestra. 

Continuing on in 2006, 2007 and 2008, Van-Anh gave concerts once again in Ho Chi Minh City, 

sponsored by the Australian Embassy.  

Other than performing, Van-Anh‟s passion extends into writing, having graduated with a Bachelor of 

Media (Writing) degree. She has written for ABC Limelight Magazine and continues her writing for 

2MBS-FM‟s Fine Music Magazine. However through her passion and love for spreading music to youths 

and audiences, Van-Anh dropped her second Bachelor Degree in Law to return to music and obtain her 

postgraduate performance degree at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. 

Her goal as a pianist is to ensure that the classical genre continues to be appreciated by the younger 

generation of today by making it more accessible not only as a genre but also revolutionise the 

concert experience by creating an interaction between herself and her audience. 2010 sees Van-Anh 

collaborate with singers, DJs and producers to create her new crossover album, a fusion of classical 

pieces as well as her own compositions mixed with urban beats. Since May 2008, she has been 

appointed as Ambassador of Heart Reach Australia. 
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Thanh Bui – singer/song-writer 

“Listen to your heart,” Thanh Bui says when asked what advice he‟d give a young artist starting out. 

“Don‟t be afraid to dream, you can do anything. And don‟t be afraid to break stereotypes.”  

Thanh knows all about that. In 2008, he became the first Australian of Vietnamese background to 

reach the Top 10 on Australian Idol. 

In 2009, Thanh collaborated with Grammy-award winning producers such as Charlie Midnight (James 

Brown, Britney Spears), Jim Marr (Hilary Duff, Anthony Callea), Michael Jay (Eminem, Kylie, Celine 

Dion), Andy Goldmark (Jessica Simpson, Jennifer Paige, Michael Bolton) in a 3 month songwriting trip. 

Once again in 2010, Thanh Bui travels to L.A/Canada to write with other award-winning producers and 

writers. 

Thanh was born in Adelaide and moved to Melbourne when he was seven. Three years later, after 

seeing Michael Jackson perform at the Grammy Awards, he began lessons in classical piano and voice. 

“My parents worked 100-hour weeks to give me the opportunity to do what I love doing.” 

Along with Michael Jackson, Thanh considers Stevie Wonder as one of his idols – “an amazing vocalist, 

writer and musician” – and his mum and dad, who came to Australia as refugees after the Vietnam 

War. “To hear their story, when it was literally life and death, puts everything into perspective,” Thanh 

says.   

Thanh found fame in Asia in the Australian group North, who released two albums – 2004‟s self-titled 

set (on Universal) and 2006‟s Straight Up (on EMI). They had three number one hits in Thailand and 

Indonesia, and two chart-toppers in Malaysia. North toured Asia twice, and also did the 

Commonwealth Games song I Am Strong.  

Thanh and his North band mate Alfred Tuohey formed the production company Yin Yang Productions. 

Working with some of Australia's leading singers (Dean Geyer, Paulini) and having written songs for 

chart-topping albums in Japan and Korea, Thanh recently received his first gold album from Germany 

after working with teen sensation Jimi Blue. Recently, Thanh‟s song License to Thrill was picked up by 

American MTV series The Real World.  

Other than his singing career, Thanh also runs a successful talent school in Melbourne - the 

International Artist Academy, the home to more than 100 students. He says being a singing teacher 

“is one of the best jobs in the world”.  

What can one expect from his upcoming album? Thanh's debut solo album is a reflection of his life. "I 

can't categorize the music into any genre - it's a bit of soul/pop with edge combined with a mixture of 

organic and electronic sounds.” 

As ‟80s legend Cyndi Lauper said, “Thanh needs to experience a lot of things, but he‟s on his way.” 

2010 has been an incredibly exciting year for Thanh. It sees him release his first single in Vietnam, 

„Lang Tham Mot Tinh Yeu‟, featuring superstar Ho Ngoc Ha and also featuring the song in the film „De 

Mai Tinh‟ releasing on 23 April 2010. Thanh is also working on the complete album for Vietnam as well 

as his English record set for release at the end of this year. As a songwriter this year, he has had over 

10 cuts worldwide with song placements in the US, Australia, Japan, Russia, Hong Kong and Germany. 

 

 



9 
 

Contact Details 

Van-Anh Nguyen 

Website: www.vananh.com.au 

Email: info@vananh.com.au 

Mobile: +61 405 300 109 

 

Thanh Bui 

Website: www.thanhbuimusic.com 

Email: info@thanhbuimusic.com 

Mobile: +61 432 817 813 

 

Performance bookings (outside of Vietnam) 

Please contact: 
 

David Rowley 

  
Rowley Music 
Mob: +61 406 253 328 
Skype: rowleymusic 
Email: david@rowleymusic.com  
45/1 Holdsworth Ave 

Elizabeth Bay 2011 
N.S.W. Australia 
"Small Is The New Big" 

http://www.vananh.com.au/
mailto:info@vananh.com.au
http://www.thanhbuimusic.com/
mailto:info@thanhbuimusic.com
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